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bombed 
Bonnard 



.o'Sr.stinbt"S.')':t An c.p,os,ve bo.b. 2. A sho..- 




bongo' 
Boocercus eurycerus 



bongo^ 
Bongo drums 



ing surprise 4 device in a combat aircraft for 

bomb 'Sight (bom 'sit 1 n. ') .^^^'^^^J:' ^ . ^,„i. 

BoHta(btnTMolnrA"^pe.l 3,032.5 ™ (16^00 r«. of S AK 

soft: see meM*).] ; farnilv all brothers of 

^7S4-1860), king of Westphalia {1807-13). »o na 

. A h«if bondsman 10. A cerrificate of debt .ssued by a 

bond on E. To furnish bond or surety, tor. 3. To pl»ce 
n;1ovee, .or example) under bond or guarante 4. Jru^n 
securer as withRkieor.SailSB<- '° 1°'" t r t Uv 



bond paper ;i. A superior grade of siroag white paper mad: 
whollv or in part from rag pulp. . 

bond4r%ant [bond/surS-^r^t) n. 1. A person obligated ^ 
service without wages. 2. A slave or serf. [bosd{.man) t «, 

bonds-man (bondzMn.n) 1. A person who provides bo:, 

or surers' for another. 2. A male bondservant, 
bond-wom-an (bond'wo-om'^n) n A woman bondserv-ar; 

[ME bondeioomman < bondc, serf. See bondage.] 
bone (bon) I.a. The dense, sem.ngid, porous calofied ccr 
nea ve tissue forming the major portion of the skele ton ^ 
most vertebrates, b. Any of numerous anaiom.call) d.sti.^: 
structures making up the skeleton of a vertebrate ammal.c; 
Xe orbone. 2.lones. a. The skeleton, b. The body. c. 
fal remains. 3. An animal structure or material, such as, vc- 
rcsembling bone. 4. Something made of bone or of maie^ 
c en bhni bone, esp.: a. A piece of whalebone or s.^, 
mat rial Led as a corset stay. b. bones. /»/or;.a ih. 
S bones. The fundamental plan or desjgn, as of rhe plotc 
book. 6. Hat dappers made o\ bone or wood. - 1;. bjfe; 
bon. ng, bones. - /r. 1. To remove the bones from 2.' 
stiffen (a piece of clothing) with stays, as of ^vMt)v 
I 'rr. Informal To study intensely, usu. at the last mir.;- 
bo im up on math. - idioms, bone of contention. Ue. 
feet of a dispute, bone to pick. Grounds for a compW; 
dispute. (ME bon < OE hanj u u . . 

bone ash ». The white, powdery calaum phosphate 

burned bones, used as a fertilizer and m making cerarm. 
bone-black also bone black (bon'biak') n. A black p,gr 
containing about 10 percent charcoal, made by roastrngl" 
in an airtight container. - j - i l 

bone chlnal Porcelain made of day ^'^ed ^-nth bone.^ 
bone-dry (bon'drlO adj. Havmg no trace 
bone-flsh (bon'Rsh') >/., pi boneftsh or -flsh^es A 
game fish {Albula vulpes) of warm shallow waters, ^ 
filverv scales. (From its many small bones.J 
bone-head (bon'hed') ». A stupid person; av 

" bone'head'ed ad^ - bone/ head ed-ness 
bone marrow n. The soft, fatty, vascular tissue thrf 
bone cavities and is the source of red blood cells and. . 

botmea^l^A substance made of crushed and c.^^ 

Jround bones used as a ferdlizer and m animal feed. ^ 
bon-e? (b6°n/r) Tlnformal A blunder or an error. |«o>.:^- , 




bontebok 



-^^^l^fS^eof'subi:^^ 
5offio.d^enb;nd'nra.^LrrS-„e'rKar o.ns a bond ce. 

bond-mlid (bond'mSd') ». A woman bondservanr. ,K»^n 
bd^m^brLn) ». .^ male bondservam. |ME < bo«de. 

serf. See bondage.! 



bone-set (bon^sef) n. Any of several ^^^^^^^ '^l^.^. 
patoman in the composite family esp. th^^^ 5^^^^^^^ 
American species E. perfohatwn havmg clu te ^ 
white flower heads. [From its use as a folk medtant 
bon-ey (bo'ne) adj. Var of bony, 
bon-fire (bon'fir') n. A large outdoor fire. |Mfc P. 

bar., bone; see bonf. -t fir ^•■^^5 ^ee nR£.J 
bongi (bong, bong) «. A deep ringing ^ou^d^ '^,,.4 
bonq-lng. bongs. - if. To cause to sound with a 
fng 'no!s ' - To m.ake a deep --^^^ 
bong^ (bong, bong) ». A water pipe that insists oU 
a Vertical tube partially filled with hqutd and a sm. 
ending in a bowl. [Thai baimg.] „^rp\nP: 
bon.gl^ (bong^go, bong^-) n, -gos. A ^-[^l^!^^^^^^^ 
cu^eury-cerus) of central Africa havmg a redd^ 
with white stripes and spirally twisted norns. [J ror 
oris.; akin to Lingala mongu, antelope.] 
bon^o^ (bong^go, bongM M X'^^ ed ^ 
a pair of connected tuned drums that are pw. 
with the hands. [.Am.Sp. ^ongo.l p^^„,^-- 

Bon-heur (bo-nur', "^''^ '^^^V ^.s tI'^-" 

known for her animal pamtmgs, such i ' ^ . 
bon-ho-mie (bon'.-meM A 
tion; geniality. [Fr. < bonhomme good^natu^ 
good {< Ut. tomw; sec deu-2') + bomn^^ 
homo; see dhghem-*).] /-'^ 7';4 EflC* 

Bon-i'face (bon'D-fas'), Saint. • 

Catholic missionary active in Germany^ 
Boniface VIU. 1235^-1303. Fopy'^f/^Jlnd S- 

ro assert authority over England Hanc^. 
bon.lng knife (bo'ning) n. A ^"''^^^^^ f^'bone^ 

a sharp point, used for removing « '^^^^^V- = 
Bo-nin Islands (bo'nm). An archipeUgo ot 

rhe \V Padfic Ocean S of Japan. 
bo.ni.to (b.-ne/t6) p/. bomto or^^^ .^^ 
niarine fishes of the genus ,X \uch^'' 
the tuna. 2. Any of several ^^'l^^' ^'fTms, g^'' ' 
ISp., prob. < bomio. pretty < L^^ /^^'^X;? , 
bon-kers (bong'k.rz) fZtoT^^^ ' ' 
bon mot (boN mo') p/- bons mots { ^ ^ , 

clever sa^ng; a witticism. [Fr. : 
Bonn (bon. bon). The former '^f ^^p^j^an 
part on the Rhine R.; founded as ^ ^J^^er.^- 
cem. ..D. and from 1990-99 the seat ol 
eovernment. Pop. 291,291. pr^f, 
Bon-nard {bo-nar'h Pierre. 186/ -l^^^^j.,;,. 
adhered to an impressionistic stvic 
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by virtue of certain refinements o: - . 
practice. Z. A religious body, esp.'jj 
n a larger denomination. 3. A factip^" 
■ests or beliefs. [ME secte < pFr^l" 
col of thought < fem. p.part. of isU.^; 

on. 2. Sectional. 

uc; divide: trisect. 2, Cut; divided; t.:>.v 
us, p.part. of secare, to cut. See seR.* 
•tar'e-an) adj. 1. Of or characterist, 
or confined to the dogmatic limits cj ^ , 
i; partisan. 3. Narrow-minded; pzt>^,-..^ 
er of a sea. 2. One marked by bigoiei 
ionai viewpoint. — sec'tar'i^an^lsm^ - 
.rc) p/. -ries. 1. A sectarian. 2. Afc , 
led church, esp. a Protestant nonconf<:^p'v 
ius < Lat. secta^ sect. Sec sect.] 
til') adj. Of or relating to a minerartbi ii. 
d smoothly by a knife but cannot wits*#;; 
at. sectilis < sectus, p.part. of secare, i , 
jC'tllM-ty (-tlin-te) «. 
n) n. 1 . One of several components; ^ s^sj^ 
I of a written work. 3. Law. A divisisis;;* 
4. A distinct portion of a newspapeK^ - 
a town, county, or country. 6. A lanfi - 
lare mile (2.59 square kilometers), 64& *> f 
nship. 7. The act or process of separatir^,,: 
t surgical cutting or dividing of tissut. 6 
tissue, suitable br microscopic examir^^, 
• a fruit, esp. a cirrus fruit. 10. ReprcstWfe- 
t as it would appear if cut by an metusU 
he internal structure is displayed. It. A!^ 
•nents or voices in the same class considi:^-> ^ 
band, an orchestra, or a choir. 12. A-clp / 
p of students taking the same course, 13;8. i 
cad track maintained by a smgle cms.t 
> sleeping car containing an upper aijda..^c 
army tactical unit smaller dian a-platopvA 
3uad. 15. A unit of vessels or aircraft 
ncd forces. 16. One of two or more vc^ 
or train, given the same route and id^v. 
:arr>' extra passengers, 17.a. fhe charaa:_ 
g to mark the beginning of a secuon. 
as the fourth in a series of referencc.niaiK; 
r V -tioned. -tion^lng. -tions. 1. To separp 
•ts 2. To cut or divide (tissue) surgicaUy. 3.jv^ 
hatch (part of a drawing) to mdicatt s^j..- 
< OFr. < Lat. sectid, section- < sectm^p^ 
ut. See sek-*.] . . . 

k^sha-nsl) adj. 1. Of or ^haracterisnc oU .; 
2. Composed of or divided into zo^^^ 
A piece of farniture made up of section. l*- 
together. section -al'ly adv.. .^i^-.-^. 
m (sa/sh3-na-nz'.m) n. Excessive d««. - 
and customs. -sec/tlon-alMSt «^ ; 
e (sek'sha-ns-liz') tr.v. -ized. -lz;lng. ^J^^ 
^ctions, esp. into geographic sections, 
'tion (sek'shs-na-li-za'shan) n. 
t'sek^shan) «. 1 . A U.S. Army ^^^^^^ 
Cessment of unfitness or charaoer «a|«^^ 
I, Sla>ig. A soldier given such ^^150^^^,, 
of World War II U.S. Army Regulation 
.rovidcd for such a discharge.] , 
„. A work crew assigned to ^ , 
n. A laborer assigned to ^^''''^^^^ 
ar -tor') n. 1. Math. a. The P0^"°? 
rvJo radii and the inx:luded ^^^^j^J^^f 

onsisting of nvo f^^f'^.^'^ZS^ 
S.a. A division p a defensive P^^^^^^^^^^ 



i ,jgj..i«ty (sck'ya-lar'i-te) pi. -ties. 1. The condition 
IW"^ of being secular. 2. Something secular. 
l ^^Jiar'izG (sek'ya-la-rizO tr.v. -ized, -iZMng, -iz'es. 1. To 
I'^'^^Jff from ecclesiastical or religious ro civil or lay use or 
'I '^^vjsiup- 2. To draw away from religious orientation; make 
l^"^I?iivv 3' monastic restrictions from (a member of 



tT^«rgy)' — sec'u'lafl'za^tion (-lar-T-za'shan) «. | 
1^^^^ (se/Jcund', sT-kijnd^) adj. Bot. & Zool. Arranged oni 
|^**k4icd to one side of an axis. [Lat. secundus, following. Sej ' 

irfjg'jsjlkydor') ad}. -cur«er, -cur* est. 1. Free from danger 
0?\'^icV, 2. Free from risk of loss; safe. 3. Free from the risk 



■^'H'lng intercepted or listened to by unauthorized persons. 

Ifom fear, anxiety, or doubt. S.a. Not likely to fail or 
'ij^:ig[iyi'&t3b\e. b. Firmly fastened. 6. Reliable; dependable, 
(iurcd; certain. 8. Archaic. Careless or overconfident. 



tyjple). b. To guarantee payment to (a creditor). S. To get 
^-i^Wision of; acquire. 6. To capture or confine. 7. To bring 
' J. effect. 8. To protect or ensure the privacy or secrecy of 
&t,,ft,*^phonc line, for example). [Lat. scciirus : se-, without; 
-t^.^y;)e-* + curay care; see cure.) — se'cur'a'ble adj. 
'J^'Cure'ly flflfi'. — se»cure'ment ». — se'cure'ness n. 



unit is responsible b. A ^^''^^'-^ A.^^^ 
tion. 3. A part or division, as oU 
a set of bits on a magnetic storage d£V 
llest addressable unit of i^^^/,"!'' '^ 
• ing. -tors. To divide isor^^ l^^^ 
r., cutter < secius, p.part. of secare, 

f-cor'e-sl, -tor'-) f^/- , sp-->'^ 
1. Worldly rather thanj;^,^^^ 

"to"or advocanng secularism. 4. ^'[j^oy^ ^ 
strictions, esp. not belonging to a re g 
clergv. 5. Occurring or observed one 



k'ys- 



br) adj. 



y. 6. Lasting from century to ^nniO^^ . 
the secular clergy. 2. A layperson, l^^^.. 
Xat. saecuiaris < Lat., of an age 
age.] -sec'U'lafly , .,^,„nhv*^-! 

anism n. 1. An outlook or a philosopb)^^,# 
man rather than religious values. ^- . ^ 
lumanist adj. & n. -^nc skcP*"*' 

m (sek^'3-b-riz'3m) n. 1. R^^'SSo^/^ 

2. The view that religious conside 
d from civil affairs or public education. .. , 
-sec'u»lar*is'tlc fl£^;. 



[Change Commission (si-kyoorH-tcz) n. 
& government agency that supervises the exchange of 
I miws so as ro protect investors against malpractice. 
|#;.^'ri'ty (sl-kyoor'i-te) pi -ties. 1. Freedom from risk 
I :f;|jBger; safety. 2. Freedom from doubt, anxier>', or fear; 
I ■ :--;!:.Jence. 3. Something that gives or assures safety, as: a. A 
l.vf ^k^ or department of private guards, b. Measures adopted 
s government to prevent espionage, sabotage, or attack. 
4#t^iasures adopted, as by a business or homeowner, to pre- 
2 jcrime such as burglary or assault, d. Measures adopted 
li^'j^-gvint, escape. 4. Comp. Sci. a. The level to which a pro- 
feaord^vice is safe from unauthorized use. b. Prevention of 
M^-siKorized use of a program or device. 5. Something de- 
or. given as assurance of die fulfillment of an obliga- 
|--5;-^ a pledge. 6. One who undertakes to fulfill the obligation 
|-^4;otKer; a surety. 7, A document indicating ownership or 
■i^^jtorship; a stock certificate or bond. [ME securite < OFr. 
l^liSi, secHritas < secunts^ secure. See secure.] 
,^p^y blanket «. 1. A blanket or toy carried by a child to 
anxiety. 2. htformal. Something that dispels anxiety. 
IgiTiVty Council (sT-kyc5&r'i-te) «. The permanent peace - 
jig organ of the United Nations, composed of five per- 
Ij^^t members and ten elected members. 

g^ard n. A person hired by a private organization to 
;#^4a physical plant and maintain order. 
:S'#r. Secretary. 

p-:^, 1. Sediment. 2. Sedimentation, 
paella (sT-dal'y3). A citv of central MO ESE of Kansas Cit>'. 

^3|fi-dan') M, 1. A closed automobile having two or four 
'f^ aiid a front and rear seat. 2. A portable enclosed chair 
Yv/^t person, having poles in the front and rear and carried 
f-^^ft other people. [?] 

|^ fs1-dan', S3-daN'). A town of NE France on the Meuse 
the Belgian border; site of the surrender of Napoleon 
KtP- 2, 1870) in the Franco-Prussian War. Pop. 23,477. 
^^g^jn^jsi-dar'im, se-da-rim'} n. Judaism. PL of Seder, 
■f;^* (sT>dat') adj. Serenely deliberate, composed, and dig- 
|Lat. seddtus, p.part. of seddre, to settle. See sed-*.] 
|l'<Jate'iy ac/y. - se«date'ness «. 

(si-dat') tr.v. -dat-ed. -dat'lng, -dates. To admin- 
-^^ijoStdative to; calm or relieve by means of sedation. 
^i^^ (si-cla'shan) n. 1. Reduction of anxiety, stress, ir- 
0^ excitement by administration of a sedative agent 
jr'^- 2. The state or condition induced by a sedative. [ME 
pf^oim < OFr. sedation < Lat. seddtio, sedation- < teda- 
^^fi"^' °i ^^^^^^1 to calm: See sed.ateL] 

(sed'3-t!v) adj. Having a soothing, calming, or 
S effect; reducing or relieving anxiet)', stress, irri- 
rf^;^ ' — «• A sedative agent or drug. [ME < 

■^■j^aatif < Med. Lat. sedatwus < Lat. sedatus, p.part. of 
Ij® ^^^"l- See sedate!,] 

1*^ (sed'n-ter'e) adj. 1. Characterized by or requir- 
'^^^'^f' ^'tting. 2. Accustomed to sitting or to taking litde 
' Remaining i^r Jiving in one area, as certain birds; 
.-.';>|3tatpry. 4. Attached to a surface and not moving freely, 
J^acle. [Fr. sedentaire < OFr. < Lat. sedentdrii<s < 



pr.part. of sedere^ to sit. See sed-*.j — sed' 
•tar'a-le) adv. — sed'en»tar'i»ness 



;^^^Jf j'^r) n., pi. Senders or Se^darMm (si>darnm, se- 
p^,;l!,.''v/"^<3w»/. The feast conmiemorating the exodus of 
^lil'^''^^^ Egypt, celebrated on the first night or on the 
^ '^'ghts of Passover, [Heb. seder, arrangement, Seder.] 
^^vrv.',]' Any of numerous grasslike plants of the family 
' ^Sf' baving solid stems and leaves in three vertical 
>Ui segge < OE secg. See sek-*.] 



Sedge 'moor (sej'mo&r', -mor', -mor'), A marshy tract in SW 
England where the forces of James II defeated the Duke of 
Monmouth (Jun. 6, 1685). 

se»di»le (si-dl'le) n., pi. se«dl»lia (-dtl'ya, -dfl'e-a). Eccles. 
One of a set of seats, usu. three, for the use of the presiding 
clergy, traditionally placed on the epistie side of the choir near 
the altar. [Lat. sedUe, seat < sedere, to sit. See sed-*.] 

sed*l»ment (sed^a-mant) n. 1 . Material that settles to the bot- 
tom of a liquid; lees. 2. Solid fragments of inorganic or or- 
ganic material that come from the weathering of rock and are 
carried and deposited by wind, water, or ice. [Lat. sedimen- 
turn, act of setding < sedere, to sit, settle. See sed-*.] 

sed»i*men*taTy (sed'a-men'ts-re, -men'tre) also sed»l» 
men»tal (-men'ri) adj. 1, Of, containing, resembling, or de- 
rived from sediment. 2, Geol. Of or relating to rocks formed 
by the deposition of sediment. 

sed' i*men*ta» tion (sed'a-msn-ta'shan, -men-) n. The act or 
process of depositing sediment. 

sedM-men-tol-o-gy {sed'o-man-tol'o-je, -men-) «. The geo- 
logic study of sedimentary rock. — sed'l«men'to»log'lc 
(-men'tl-oj'Tk), SGdMTTien'to-log' I'cal (-i-kal) ad]. 
— sed ' I • men • tol ' o • gist n. 

se*di»tlort (si-dlsh'an) n. 1. Conduct or language inciting re- 
bellion against the authority of a srate. 2. Insurrection; re- 
bellion. [Ult. < Lat. seditid, sedition-, party strife ; sed-, $e-, 
apart; see s(w)e-* + itio, act of going (< itus, p.part. of he, 
to go; see el-*).] — se»di'tlonMst n. 

se»di»tious (sj-dish'as) adj. 1. Of or having the nature of se- 
dition. 2, Given to or guilr>' of engaging in or promoting 
sedition. — se«dl't!OUS' !y adv. — se»dl'tlous»ness n. 

se"duce (si-dobs', -dyobs') ir.u. -duced, -due ing, -duc»es. 

1. To lead away from duty, accepted principles, or proper 
conduct. 2. To induce to engage in sex. 3.3. To entice or 
beguile into a desired state or position, b. To win over; at- 
tract. [ME seduisen < OFr. seduire, seduis-, alteration (influ- 
enced by Mcd.Lai. seducere, to lead astray < Lat., to lead 
away : se-, apart; sec s(w)e-* + ducere, to lead) of suduire, 
to seduce < Lat. subducere, to withdraw : sub-, sub- + 
ducere^ to lead; see deuk-*.] — se* duce'a»ble, se»duc'i*ble 
adj. — se-duc'er n. 

S6*duce* merit (sT-dcfbs'mant, -dydbs'-) n. 1, Seduction, 

2. Something that seduces. 

se* due "tion (sl-duk'shsn) n. I.a, The act of seducing, b. The 
condition of being seduced. 2. Something that seduces or has 
the qualities ro seduce. [Lat. seductio, seduction- < seductus, 
p.part. of seducere, to lead astray. See seduce.] 

se'dUC'tive (si-duk'tTv) adj. Tending to seduce. — se»duc'- 
tive • ly rtiii/. — se'duc'tive-ness n. 

se* due 'tress (si-duk'tris) yi. A woman wlio seduces. See Us- 
age Note at -ess. 

Sed»U»l0US (sej'a-bs) adj. Persevering and constant in effort or 
application; assiduous. [< Lat. sedulus < sedulo, zealously : 
se, without; see s(w)e-* + doloy ablative of rfo/wi, trickery 
(prob. < Gk. dohs, cunning; see del-^*).] — sed'uMous* 
ness, se-du'll'ty (sj-doo'Ii-te, -dyoo'-) u. 

se'dum (se'dsm) n. Any of numerous plants of the genus Se- 
diwj, having thick fleshy leaves, [ME cedum < Lat. sedum, 
houselcck.] 

see^ (se) V. saw (so), seen (sen), seeding, sees. — tr. 1, To 
perceive widi the ej'e. 2.3. To apprehend as if with the eye. 
b. To detect by means analogous to use of the eye. 3. To have 
a mental image of; visualize. 4. To understand; comprehend. 

5. To consider to be; regard. 5. To believe possible; imagine. 
7. To foresee. 8, To know through firsthand experience; un- 
dergo. 9. To give rise ro or be characterized by: The nineties 
will see much change. 10. To find out; ascertain. 11. To refer 
to; read. 12. To take note of; recognize: sees only the good 
aspects. 13. To meet or be in the company of. 14. To share 
the companionship of often or regularly. IS.a. To visit so- 
cially; call on. b. To visit for consultation. 16. To admit or 
receive, as for consultation or a social visit: The doctor will 
see you now. 17. To attend; view. 18. To escort; attend. 
19. To make sure; take care. 20. Games, a. To meet (a bet) 
in card games, b. To meet the bet of {another player). — intr. 

1. To have the power to perceive with or as if with the eye. 

2. To understand; comprehend. 3. To consider. 4.a. To go 
and look: She had to see for herself, b. To ascertain; find out. 
5. To have foresight. 6. To take note. — phrasal verbs, see 
about, 1 . To attend to. 2. To investigate, see after. To take 
care of. see off. To take leave of (someone), see out. To 
escort (a guest) to the door, see through. 1. To understand 
the true character or nature of. 2. To provide unstinting sup- 
port, cooperation, or management in good times and bad. see 
to. To attend to. — Idiom, see red. Informal. To be extremely 
angry, [ME sen < OE seon. See sek^-^*.] 

Syns: see, behold, note, notice, remark, espy, descry, ob- 
serve, contemplate, survey, view, perceive, discern. These 
verbs refer to being or becoming visually or mentally aware of 
something. See, the most general, can mean merely to use die 
faculty of sight bur more often implies recognition, under- 
standing, or appreciation: "If I have seen further {than 
. . . Descartes) it is by standing upon the shoulders of Giants " 
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ffljfe/jos, speed + -metcr.] - tach^o»met'ric (tak'3-met'nk) 
fzc//. ~ta»chom'e'try «. 
tachy- pre/; Rapid; accelerated: Utchymeter. [Gk. takhu- < ta- 
khuSf swift.] 

tach'ycar«di«a (tak'T-karMe-s) n. A rapid heart rate, esp. 
one above 100 beats per minute in an adult, [tachy- + Gk. 
kardia^ hean; see cardia.] 
ta-chyg-ra'phy (ra-klg'rs-fe, ts-) n. The art or practice ot 
rapid writing or shorthand, esp. die stenography of the an- 
ciem Greeks and Romans. , , , . 

tach«ylyte also tach-y lite (tak'a-Ur') «. A glassy black ba- 
salt of volcanic origin. [Ger, Tachylyt : Gk. takhu-, tachy- 4- 
Gk. lutos, soluble (< htein, to loosen; see leu-*).] 
ta«chym«e'ter (ta-klmn-tar, ta-) «. A sur\'eying instrument 
used for the rapid determination of distances, elevations, and 
bearings. -ta»chym 'try 72. 
tach«yon (tak'e-on') «. A hypothetical subatomic pariicie 
that travels faster than ihc speed of light. - tach'y on^c adj. 
tac'it (t3s'iT) adj. 1. Not spoken, 2. Implied by or inferred 
from actions or statements. 3. Archaic. Not speaking; sijeni. 
[Lai. tacitus, silent, p.parc. of tacere, to be silent.] — tacMt'ly 
pdv. — tac'it'ness «. 
tac*l»turn (tasH-tiarn') adj. Habitually untalkative. [Fr. taa- 
turne < OFr. < Lat. taciturnus < tacitus, silent. See TAcrr.] 
-tac'l'tur^ni'ty (-tur'nl-te) n. -tacM»turn-ly adv. 
Tac«i*tus (tas^i-t3s), Publius Cornelius, a.d. 55P-120? Roman 
historian whose works concern_E.r*"^p cent, a.d. — 

'^"cirnH^^TTTsRornig^^ a sharp point and a flat 
head. Z. Naut. a. A line for holding down the weather clew 
of a course, b. A line for hauling the outer lower corner of a 
studdingsail to the boom. c. The part of a sail, such as the 
weather clew of a course, to which this line is fastened. Q. The 
lower forward corner of a fore-and-aft sail. 3. Naut. a. The 
position of a vessel relative to the side from which the wind 
is blowing, b. The act of changing a sailing vessel's course by 
bringing the bow across the wind. c. The distance or leg sailed 
between changes of position or direction. 4.a. A course of 
action meant to minimize opposition to the attainment of a 
goal- b. An approach, esp. one of a series of changing ap- 
proaches. 5. A large loose stitch made as a temporar)' binding 
or as a marker. 6. Stickiness, as that of a newly painted sur- 
face, -u. tacked, tack-ing, tacks. ~tr. 1. To fasten or at- 
tach with or as if with a tack. 2. To fasten or mark (cloth or 
a seam, for example) with a loosfi. basting stitch. 3. To put 
tog ether loosely and arbitrarily ; tacked some stones together 
'in an attempt to wrtte a novel 4. To add as an extra item; 
append. S. Naut. To bring (a vessel) into the wind in order to 
change course or direction. - inir. 1 . Naut. a. To change the 
direction or course of a vessel by bringing the bow across the 
wind. b. To change tack: The ship tacked to starboard. Z. To 
change one's course of action. [ME tak, fastener < ONFr, 
_ taque, prob. of Gmc. orig.l — tackier n. — — — 
tack^ (tak) n. l-'ood, esp. coarse or inferior foodstuffs. [?j 
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tack3 (tak) 72. The harness for a horse, including the bridle and 

saddle. [Short for tackle.) 
tackle (tak'al) n. 1. The equipment used m a sport or an 
occupation, esp. in fishing; gear. 2. (also ta'kal). Naut. a. A 
system of ropes and blocks chat provides a mechanical ad- 
vantage, used for lifting weights and controllmg spars and 
rigging, b. A rope and its pulley. 3. Football, a. Either of the 
two line players on a team positioned between the guard and 
the end. b. This position. C The act of stopping an opponent 
carrying the ball, esp. by forcing the opponent to the ground. 
- V. -led, -Ung, -les. ~ tr. 1. To take on and wrestle with (an 
opponent or a problem, for example). E. Football. To make a 
tackle on (an opponent carrying the ball). 3. To harness (a 
horse). - intr. football. To tackle an opponent. [ME takel < 
MDu. or MLGer.] -tack Her n. 
tack' ling (tak 'ling) w. Gear; tackle. 

tack-y' (tak'e) adj. -i«6r. -J 'est. Slightly adhesive or gummy 

to the touch; stickv, [< tack^] -tack'hness «. 
tack*y=^ (tak'e) adj. -i'er, -i'est. lu for mat. 1. Neglected and m 

a stare of disrepair. 2.a. Lacking sryle or good taste; tawdry. 

b. Distasteful or offensive; tasteless. [< iackey^ an inferior 

horse.l -tack'i'ly adv. -tack^i-ness n. 
Tac»na (tak'na, tak'na). A town of 5 Peru N of Arica, Chile; 

became part of Peru in 1929. Pop. 97,173. 
ta-co (ta'ko) pi. -COS. A corn tortilla folded around a filling 

such as ground meat or cheese. [Am.Sp. < Sp., plug, wad of 

bank notes.] , , 

Ta*CO-ma (ta-ko'ma). A ciry of W-central wA on an arm of 

Puget Sound S of Seattle. Pop. 176,664. 
Ta'ConMC Mountains (ts-konMk). A range of the Appalachian 

Mrs. rising to 1,163.9 m (3,816 ft). 
tac*0*nite (tak 'a- nit') n. A variety of chert containing mag- 
netite and hematite, mined as an iron ore. [After the Tacomc 

(MoUxSTAl.VS).] 

tact (takt) n. 1. Acute sensitivit>' to what is proper and appro- 
priate in dealing with others, including the abilic>' to speak or 
act without offending. E. Archaic. The sense of touch. [Fr. < 
OFr., sense of touch < Lat. iactus < p.part. of tangere, to 
touch. See tag-'.] 



tact'ful (lakt'fal) adj. Possessing or exhibiting tact; con^, 
ate and discreet, — tact'ful "iy adv. — tact'ful -ness n. 

tac'tlc (tak'tik) n. An expedient for achieving a goal; 3^ 
neuver. [Fr. tactique, tactics < Gk. taktika. See tactics, 

tac-ti-cal {tak'tl-ksl} adj. 1. Of, relating to. or using 
E.a. Of, relating to, used in, or involving military or t:^ 
operations that arc smaller, closer to base, and less SlgnlH^■ 
than strategic operations, b. Carried out in support of j,. 
tary or naval operations. 3. Marked by adroitness, mgetj-. 
or skill. —tac'tl'caMy cidy. 

tac«ti«clan (tak-tlsh'an) 71. 1. One who is skilled in rhe^^ 
ning and execution of military tactics. E. A clever maneu^v^; 

tactics (tak'tJks) «. 1.8. (used with a sing, v.) The militajjj 
that deals with securing objectives set by strategy, espi^ 
technique of deploying and directing troops, ships, andi^ 
craft in efficient maneuvers against an enemy, b. (usedu,^ 
pi. v.) Maneuvers used against an enemy. 2. {used withatf 
or pi. V.) A procedure or sec of maneuvers engaged j 
achieve an end, an aim, or a goal. [NLat, tactica < CL. 
ktika < neut. pi. of taktikos, of order < taktos, arrange 
tassein, tag-, to arrange.) 

tactile (tak'tal, -til') adj. l.a. Perceptible to the seag; 
touch; tangible, b. Characterized by or conveying ani% 
of tangibilit)': "Heaney must thus continue to be a pofc^ 
m tactile language"(Hc\ei\ Vendler). 2. Used for fceling.it 
tile organ. 3. Of, relating to, or proceeding from the set ' 
touch; tactual. [< Lat. tactilis < tactus, p.part. of tanirt^ 
touch. See tact.] -tac'tile-ly adv. -tactllM'ty {-m 

71. 

tactile corpuscle «. Any of numerous minute oval end c^. 

of touch in sensitive skin, as in the fingertips, 
tac'tion (tSk'shan) «. The act of touching; contact. [Laiii 

tio, taction- < tactus, p.part. of iangere, to touch. See 
tact* less (takt'lis) adj. Lacking or exhibiting a lackof#*fl!a 

bluntly inconsiderate or indiscreet. — tact' less* lys 

— tact Mess* ness «. 
tactu^al (tak'chob-3l) adj. Tactile. [Lat. tactus, coudi;^ 

TACT + -AL^j -tac'tu«al«ly ^^iy. 
tad (tad) n. Informal 1. A small boy. 2. A small amouL- 

dearce; a bit. [Perh. short for tadpole.] 
tad -pole (tad'pol') 71. The limbless aquatic larva of a )m 

toad, having gills and a long flat tail. [ME taddepof : 

tode, toad; see toad + po/, head; see poll.] 
Ta-dzhik {ta-jik', ta-) n. & adj. Var. of Ta}ik. 
Ta«dzhikM (ta-jac'e, ta-) «. & adj. Var. of T^lki. 
Ta«dzhik-I»stan (ta-^^^'^st5n^ -stan', ts-)I-kyi-stan'il 

Tajikistan. 

Tae«gu (tl-gol)'). A city of SE South Korea NNW of fe 

Pop. 2,031,000. 
Tae*Jon (ti-jon', -jon'). A cxxy of central South Korea Si':; 

Seoul. Pop. 800,000. ^ ,j 

tae kwon do (tl' kw6n' do') «• A Korean art of sel Wrt| 
a sryle of karate. [Korean t'aekwondo : tae-, to tramp? 
kwon, fist -I- -do, way.] , 
tael (tal) n. 1. Any of various units of weight "sed 
Asia, roughly equivalent to 38 grams (V/3 ounces). Z./" 
etary unit formerly used in China, equivalent in value 
weight of standard silver. (Port. < Malay tahtl itic'.] 
tae • ni • a also te • nl • a (te' ne-a) pi. -nl • ae (-ne-e' ) or ^ 
1 . A narrow band or ribbon for the hair that was Jf| 
ancient Greece. 2. Archit. A band in the Done ordKj 
separates the frieze from the architrave. 3. Anat. A nbftj 
band of tissue or muscle. 4. A flatworm of the genus i| 
which includes many tapeworms. [Lat., ribbon, rape*^.- 
Gk. tainia. See ten-*.] 
tae -nl* a -Sis also te»ni»a'Sls (te-nl'a-sis) n. Infesratio.- 



tapeworms. . , ... 

taf«fe«ta (tafn-ta) h. A crisp smooth plain-woven Jaoi'v; 
a slight sheen, made of various fibers, such as silk, rs^^ 
nylon, and used esp. for women's garments [ME 
taffetas < Oltal. taffeta < Turk, tafta < Pcrs. i^/^^^^^^ 
linen cloth < p.part. of taftan, to t\vist, spm.J 
<^di. J , ^41 

taff-rail (raf'ral', -rsl) n. Naut. 1. The rail around tue- 
1 vessel. 2. The flat upper part of the stern oj a ves5«^ 



of wood and often richly carved. (Alteration oi j^^^ 
carved panel < Du. tafereel, panel for car%'ing or pai^'" 
MDu. tafeleel, tafereel < OFr. tablel See tableau. 
taffrail log «, Naut. See patent log. 
taf'fy (raf'e) pi -fles. A sweet chewy candy of 
brown sugar boiled until very thick and then pull 
candy is glossy and holds its shape, [f] ,,. -v 

taf'i'a also taf'fi-a (taf'M n. A cheap rum distm; 
molasses and refuse sugar in the West Indies, [rr- 
West Indian Creole orig.) - 
Taft (raft), Helen. 1861-1943. First Lady of the U.s- 
13). 

Taft, Lorado. 1860-1936. Amer. sculptor whose wofK' 
The Fountain of Time in Chicago (1922). , 

Taft. William Howard. 1857-1930. The 27ih Preside-;^ 
U.S. (1909-13), who later served as chief justice 
Supreme Court (1921-30). 
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